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shrift—most notably in senior State 
Department meetings with foreign gov-
ernments. Perhaps the starkest exam-
ple was the Secretary of State’s visit 
to China last year, where she said that 
U.S. efforts to advance human rights 
‘‘can’t interfere on the global economic 
crisis, the global climate change crisis 
and the security crisis.’’ 

Since joining Congress in 1993, I have 
emphasized that human rights must be 
at the center of our foreign policy. The 
Obama administration shares this 
view, but I remain troubled that in cer-
tain instances human rights continue 
to take a back seat to other competing 
concerns deemed more pressing. As we 
seek to address the many crises we face 
both at home and around the world, we 
cannot afford to miss—or avoid—oppor-
tunities to raise human rights con-
cerns. I do not believe quiet tradeoffs 
are necessary or consistent with the 
principles for which the United States 
stands. Moreover, whatever the per-
ceived short-term benefit of remaining 
quiet when human rights are being un-
dermined, there is often a long-term 
cost to us. Our commitment to and en-
forcement of international human 
rights standards is part of our 
strength—when they are called into 
question, our own national security is 
undermined. 

Human rights, good governance and 
the rule of law are important not only 
in their own right, but also for the 
positive contributions they can provide 
to our efforts on counterterrorism, sta-
bility, and development. As we con-
tinue the fight against al-Qaeda and its 
affiliates, a robust human rights agen-
da that is deeply intertwined with our 
broader national security goals will 
help us achieve our counterterrorism 
objectives. At the same time, our coun-
terterrorism policies and those of our 
partners must respect basic, funda-
mental rights in order to be truly effec-
tive. 

Developing a coherent and effective 
foreign policy that successfully incor-
porates trade, security, and human 
rights concerns is no easy task. But we 
cannot further perpetuate the current 
imbalance by remaining silent on crit-
ical human rights concerns. Silence 
speaks volumes and gives a free pass to 
those who commit such abuses, as well 
as those who might commit them in 
the future. We must voice our concerns 
loudly and consistently as we seek to 
build global partnerships rooted in 
policies that incorporate good govern-
ance, the rule of law, and human rights 
alongside our economic and security 
priorities. By downplaying the former 
in order to focus on the latter, the ad-
ministration risks weakening a key 
pillar of American strength. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LEAGUE OF 
WOMEN VOTERS 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, 
today I wish to commend and con-
gratulate the League of Women Voters, 
in honor of the league’s 90th anniver-

sary. This nonpartisan political organi-
zation encourages informed and active 
participation in government, works to 
increase understanding of major public 
policy issues, and influences public pol-
icy through education and advocacy. 

The League of Women Voters was 
founded by Carrie Chapman Catt in 
1920—just 6 months before the 19th 
amendment to the U.S. Constitution 
was ratified, giving women the right to 
vote after a 72-year struggle. It was de-
signed to help 20 million women carry 
out their new responsibilities as voters. 
It encouraged them to use their new 
power to participate in shaping public 
policy. Today, there are 900 State and 
local Leagues in all 50 States. 

While the league neither supports nor 
opposes candidates for office at any 
level of government, it works to influ-
ence policy through advocacy on issues 
such as voting rights, health care re-
form, global climate change, and elec-
tion administration. This grassroots 
citizen network is directed by the con-
sensus of its members nationwide. 

In honoring the league, we com-
memorate the past achievements of 
women and highlight the successes of 
women today. From the suffragists 
who founded the league 90 years ago to 
the incredible women who work today 
to improve our communities and our 
country as elected officials and as vol-
unteers, the league’s women are mak-
ing a profound and lasting civic im-
pact. I wish the League of Women Vot-
ers continued success as they bring 
more women into the political arena as 
candidates, informed voters and advo-
cates. 
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RECOGNIZING VIRIGINIA TASK 
FORCES ONE AND TWO 

Mr. WARNER. Madam President, I 
rise today to commend the efforts of 
Virginia Task Forces One and Two on 
their recent deployment to Haiti. Their 
combined efforts in the immediate 
aftermath of the devastating earth-
quake resulted in the successful rescue 
of 19 men, women, and children. 

These teams are made up of over 150 
firefighters, physicians, and structural 
engineers from Fairfax and Virginia 
Beach, VA. 

Both teams were manned and ready 
within 24 hours of the call for help. 
That included preparing and staging 
over 100 tons of cargo and gear for air-
lift to Haiti. 

One of the rescues involved Jens 
Christensen, a United Nations worker 
from Denmark who was trapped in the 
United Nations compound. The teams 
worked for over 8 hours to free him, 
and kept him alive by inserting a feed-
ing tube through the rubble to provide 
him water during the rescue. 

Acting on a tip from local residents, 
the team also rescued two children, 
‘‘Kiki and Sabrina,’’ almost a full week 
after the earthquake. These two Hai-
tian girls were still alive in a building 
no one had previously searched. 

Another woman was rescued from the 
rubble of a collapsed market, and the 

team was able to provide paramedics 
and physicians to treat her on site and 
stabilize the woman for transport to a 
local hospital. 

These teams leveraged their count-
less hours of training to hit the ground 
running at full speed. They have exten-
sive international and domestic dis-
aster response experience, and are rec-
ognized throughout the United States 
and the world as leaders in readiness, 
response and recovery techniques. 

This is an important capability—and 
just yesterday I understand the teams 
were put on ready alert to potentially 
deploy again, this time to Chile to help 
with search and rescue efforts. 

Please join me in commending the 
heroic and humanitarian efforts of Vir-
ginia Task Force One and Virginia 
Task Force Two. 

I offer sincere thanks to all the team 
members, support personnel, and the 
families of these brave men and 
women. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO MARY SCOTT 

∑ Mr. CARPER. Madam President, 
today I wish to recognize Mrs. Mary 
Scott, former Smyrna School District 
superintendent, whom I have been priv-
ileged to know for the past two dec-
ades. A role model of integrity, Mrs. 
Scott served the Smyrna School Dis-
trict in a series of roles of increasing 
responsibility from 1965 until July 1998, 
when she retired as the district’s super-
intendent. 

Born and in Wilmington, DE, Mrs. 
Scott attended public school until she 
was 10. When her family moved to 
Smyrna, a town some 40 miles south of 
Wilmington, she attended a two-room 
school there that housed grades 1 
through 8 before attending the Booker 
T. Washington Elementary School in 
Dover for grades 9 and 10. Mary Scott 
graduated from the laboratory high 
school for students in grades 11 and 12 
that was located on the campus of 
Delaware State College, now Delaware 
State University. Four years later, 
Mrs. Scott graduated from Delaware 
State College with a bachelor of arts 
degree in English and a minor in biol-
ogy, after which she went on to receive 
her masters of arts degree in psy-
chology from Washington College in 
Chestertown, MD. 

The first minority educator to join 
faculty of the Smyrna District, Mrs. 
Scott began her career as an English 
teacher at Smyrna High School, the 
home of the Eagles. Later, she served 
the district as assistant to the presi-
dent and as human relations counselor 
at the high school until 1978 when she 
became director of the Title 1 Program 
and supervisor of the Early Childhood 
Education Center, serving in that ca-
pacity until 1985. Next, she was ap-
pointed principal of North Elementary 
School and held that position until her 
promotion to the district’s supervisor 
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